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Procedures to be Wollowed in the fvent of an Aircraft Loss
Over Hostile Territory

I. Action - Prior to Evidence of Hostile Reagtion 25X1A2g

A, Immediate notification of Headquarters by the I Commander
through both Agency and USAF channels, In turn, Project Headquarters will |
notify State Department and NACA contacts and, along with USAF Feadquarters, ‘
arrange for final review and agreement on action items indicated under 71, |
below. i‘

25X1A2¢g !

B, Overflight cperstions will cease immediately. However, _
will continue to operate as normel with all flights assigned cover
data~-gathering missions.

g £ mes 25X1A2g |

C. Normal USAF press release prepared by HE Cormander (and
coordinated with General Wilson, 3rd Air Force and/orrﬂeneral Tunner,
CINCUSAFE, as appropriate), will be issued indicating that a U-2
aircraft is overdue and presumed lost, adding that the last reported
| position of the aircraft was - - (see below and paragraph II.E(1).

: The release will go on to indicate that Air Rescue Service has insti-
tuted a search for the aircraft, The announced area of the search will
depend upon the kncwn or estimated peoint of compromise (e.g. loss over
Murmansk area or the Arctic fringe of European USSR would suggest northern
Norway as the area for Air Rescuve operations: loss over the Ukraine would
suggést) the Ilack Sea littoral of Turkey as the most logical area for
search,

The release should be timed to accord with normal USAF practice
(no more than a few hours after a known or assumed loss)., Should press
| queries immediately follow the initial "presumed lost" press release
E but precede evidence of hostile reaction, a press release based on the 25X1A2g
| unclassified cover story will be issued by the| Il Command>r (through
! 3rd Air Force or USAFE as appropriate) describing the alleged mission of
the aircraft and sponsorship of the program.

?5X1A29 D. Immediate and special counter-espionage precautions will be taken

at the base of operations with steps of action coordinated between the
__ 25X1A6a

TI. Action - After Hostile Press and/or Radio Reaction

A, GCeneral PI0 Policy: All releases in response to hostile reaction
will originate and emBnate from Headquarters after full coordination has
been made, Releases decided upon will be communicated immediately
(1) through USAF channels to appropriate USAT elements in the field
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25X1A2g 25X1A6a

25X1A6a Srd 4dr Fercey JHR ity idvialon)y {(2) throush Agency shannels

{3) through Btate channelfl w0 u.o. MEOONeATE LT

and roatow. Thus, upon evidenoe of hestlls vpaction, mo releases will va 25X1A6a
sade by ield elemente of the LOAY o by hoet sowoley wathoritiss exoept
thege meds subesquent to i in aorerd with relesses somunicsted Crom
Gapdousriors.

1 TOTR

5. eperal ‘uide en iTese velesses: de nature of the hosidle
renction cannot be predicked in advance, thus the npeelae detail ol 2oste
lose reloases mast remain flexible. it e aseured %wt hogtile rsacilen
esn taks the ferm ef a falrly sosplate and soourata csposk of prejeoct
Telivities; whether Soviet and/er satellite reaction will takw such Tom
is cpan to speculatiun. Glace we muvd be prepared for any eyentuallivy,
the mamples of releapes xbich follew dheuld be treated as general guide
Jires. She nesd for Flexidility up to ibe point of setual release i3 the
major reasen fer coptralising velsaze mtherddy in sadguarters e agsura
Shet the \.e Sovermment spesks with one velos. Al relenges denling
wibh he nature and spensorsbip of grojont astivity will of weurse e in
sorord with releses alrsady issusd &l We welassified cever shory;
hewaver, this papey concerns itaalf only with the oiditionsl sxplenstions
that sust be given $¢ cover a less ewsr hostile territory.

0. less Clove to rostile Parirherys Theuld the aireraft be lost clees
to but inside the hoatils perirhery (within 200 miles), and 1hiB be sdmitied
or &t least not denied in the hostils reaction, wo shell wsintain one of
tie two Folleowipp positions, depermiing spon Wha gireumetances snd relatlve
plansibilitys

(1) the pllot wms interospted along the hestile perighery (buk
ovar Wastern tarritery or lmbernationel waters) and fereed o fullow the
hoptile intereeptors inside forlst wwi/or Sstelllte fromtlersy er

(2) thet tee pllot was obvioualy confused in his navigatien and
pagare lost, insivertseily ovarflying fevist andfer “atellisc territory.
[9ge Altechments A=) arci A=2 for sample releases).

Da j;gg% Deep Within Heslile Teryiloryt #hould the loss secur desp
wiihin hosiils territory, anl the depth of penstration be revealsd in the
nostile resetion, ws shall =aintain that Sovied spdfer sntellite allega~
tions are ingorrest er inaccurste, ioing en lo state {using ene or tha

other of the W0 variants 1n €, abeve) that the incidest wes elove to the
hostile paripbery. " copnusre-charge would slaim thet the Bosille power
13 suviously disterting the fachs for propaganda purposes Just as has besn
done in several instances in e past whan the Soviets or Satellites elaimed
willful viclation of their alrspsce. o #hall bolster our counter-
propagavia posision by muintaining that the incident guuld net havs socurTed
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deep within hostile bordeys since the kmow parformance of the aircraft wenld
pot have exsbled it %o peneivats that deeply, siven the kncwm flisht nath

of she alveraft up %0 the time of its last reported position. See
Attachment B for a sanpls release, )

Ko

amevptpoing of Jeleasst oo bype of releasss cugrested 4in
o oand I

reguirs lurther backstoppdng as Pollows:

Lle She relsasen in YI.C and & woundd be stresgthened i1 wo could
wuert positive knowledge soncerndng the losatfon of $he atreralt a short
Wee before the "ineldent¥. “bus, the rolease indis&bing the airowalt is
overdse ad prevumed lost (.0, abvve) should coutaln a statsment on ihe
"leat reported positicn™, sadding thail commnications uonbast with the
sireralt wes subsequently Jest. The "last raported posilien® should coine
cide with e mrea is which search operations sre sonduntest,

2. To lemd oredence to elther of the comndsrepropsgands positicns
recemncndnd above, we shall heve vlwiegrapte of the metesrological eonfig-
vration sliegedly cervisd Ly the Jest atrorafdy morecvey, »e shall »oint to
upper abmosphere dets {(studies prodiced w 5358 and USAY) which cenfirm the
Faoh thet the alleged dats sellscticn program was in faot cenducted ne
avidencad Uy The data cudlected md studisas compiled., ‘Hots: should e
compromise secur esrly in the cperatizoel program, we .ay net bave stodies
aevually prepared eince such studiss weuld be hesed on data collente? cver
a poriod of sewsral wesks) bowever, ihis could b» operdy admitbed sinos 1t
iz quiie plausible, i s ettec portions ¢f raw "Lake™ gould be usses in
lisu of prepered studies,)
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{Hoter & propomwi release for use in the event thed aa alreralt is loet
glome %o the hostils periphevy. Atischment i-2 1z an allervate relscase.)

The U.d. doverassni deriss the  usslian aceusatlion that an smsyican
siveraft, which e Soviets charge (ovasned, was zhet down, way Toroed
dosn) within Fuselan territory, wes eogaged in & pholo rscopnsissance
sienioh over Pusetian tereitory.

soseos badde announoed last nizht that an dmerican sireralt {crasbed,
wen ghob down, war foroed dewn) bwensy siles south of Murossrek. he
announosment charged that csoviet adctbherities ifnvestigating %he lneldent
hat asoertalvsd that the sirevaflt was enpaged in & rescongdesance f11:b%
evmr Bussian derictory (and added thad tim sserican pilot, identifisd as
ensnsssnnrsesavry DOREIFrmad Lizk him rdeslon was unse of phosegrapbing
soviat military installsvions and sollecting other idntelliywnes dnbal.

& Husslan diplesatic srobest nas besn lodpged with the V.l Anbasesdoy
in Seseom. A formal U5, rondy S0 the soviet note will follew a thorough
ievestigatdon by Veh. asthorities of the elroumsiances surrow ding the
ingident.

“he alraralt in goesilon may pessibly be obe and the asps ap the
Ioohhend Ye2 raperbed sdesin: Gy %ATA2 and LSAY of Motals threes days aro.
This alveraft, sngsged in a UaCi-smponscred research program, whs ths
shiert of intense airesoa ressue pearch doring the last tiwee deys ol
lowieg & 3rd 3ir Fevoe somouncement thal the sirerald was cverdus and
pregased ot 79 miles weod of the rpbh Oope of YNerwey. A1 efforis o
lecutsy edidhier plans or ollot haws Friled.

The HELA resesrch progres, announted o the V.5, press in carly Hay,
has o 1L4e purposs the collsetion of data on uppsr eir phenomsns (1.¢.,
twrbulents seaswrements, wempersture an wiad elredtures at Job lewels,
eoenlo ray offeets, sto,) at altitudes up to 55000 feet. The ¥ACA pre-
gram 13 sondusted Loth Sn the U.5, and sbrvad, Zesearch alroralt alroad
ara based st UOAF inatalilationsg stere LALE is supported by the USAF My
Wanther fervios.

wACA smd G5AF authordliss epeculstes that the sdasing V=2 sdroralt,
whose 1agt reparled peoition wes 775 wiles west of She Borih Cape of Horway,
sy have Deen intersspbted over intarnsticnal waters end (was foroed te land
within the LS, was shot down cvar ipternadional waters - a fact ihe Zoviets
ave attempting le hide with thelr sensational secusations, oreshed in an
shtempy to evades “oviset atback), ‘me or & sonbination o the above expla~
patisns way ascount for ihe loat Le2,
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:

ATTACHMERT A~

(Saw ab Atiastmemt A=l with exception of ¥he lsst paregraph, shich is 24
followe: }

BACA and T3AY mothoriities atate that LShe mimﬁﬁiﬁ?@ o la%ﬁ s“n;wr%‘;i
41t positieon as 75 miles wost of the Horih Dape of iwrw.ﬁ Contagt sith
the pilet was then lost. hese ofiieiels ﬂgmglm@ 'thm,*‘.;s.m &;z:;il&t. A
{flying 1n bod weatber, hompersd by leed of redlc sontact and ._‘:gzm of
vadie pavigation sysiem) may have wandered imedvertenily over Sovlet
territory whers ho later (was forcad down, was shel down iy “oviet
interceptors, crashed in an attompi e evads Sovist attack) .

§5 1h3LB6/att
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Hosoow Sadlo smacunced last night that an smericen atrerert {erashed,
uas shet down, wes Jorced down) in the vicimity of Yoeoow. The smcuncemsnt
charged that Soviel suthoritles dovestigatdmyg the inoident had ascertained
hat the adroraft sar cugsged in a reconpaisssnoce pission. Thin wes
deteuined, the Soviet statement added, not enly by an exemimition of the
atreraft {wrecksge), {(but alse s & result of ihe "fres sdmission® of the
imericsn :}Elﬁ%- The I.—“il@t, identdfied Ly the ‘ussians an sEEAREEICRBSIER
sesesssansy Sldogedly confirmed that his sdenien wss one of rhetographing
Soviet milivary installaticns and colleoting edher intelligence date).

A Fusslan diplozatis protest haz been lodged with the #.9, Awbssasdor
in Hosoow. lhe U.B. reply to the Soviel note, expeoisd to follow almost
fmpsdiatedy, will proba:ly tate the foum of $he strong wnofTisisl dontsl
of ‘mspia’s charyes mads sarlier todsy Ly MACA and USEY eoffinials,

BAGE and UDAR gpokesmac indlcated that the Soviat allsgations were
palpatldy Jalse sod were & porposeful misrspresentation of the fects. ‘hey
stated that the dmericsn alreraft in uebtdion was a8 lockhead Ue2, roporidd
wissing by Al sad USRU officials vhres dsys age. Ingazed in & Halle
sponsered ressareh program, the airoraft was the objest of intense but
unsunos@siul aly-sea reseve ssarch of'f the Sisck Zea coast of Torkey., The
HAUA reseasch program, snnounced o the U.5. prese In early Hay, hes as
ite purpose the colleotion of dats on wpper alr phenomens ( turbulence measurue
wenta, tesperaturs sod wind structurs st jJed lewels, commio ray affects, ote.)
at aliltudem wp to 55,000 fest. ihw HA0A progrim is oonductsd teih im Lhe
Lede and sbvoad. Pepearch sirdraft sbrosd ave baged at UHaF ipetalliztions
whers sC& A8 supnoriad YWy she USAF Alr Wosther Service.

HACE and UBAY sutboritlss speculate that the missing Ue@ aireraft, vhoss
it reporiad position waz 20 miles norih of Sinmep, Tarkey, may either Lave
besn inberespted by Soviat Tighters cveer the Tlaok fss or nay have lsadver-
tently wandeyed owver the Soviel ilack Sea ooast, st which polad 1t (wes
ferged dewn, was shol down or crashed §n an stbempt 1o avads Joviet sttack),
in ro ouse, these pfficials added, could the ineident have ooourred doep
within fussien territory se swintained In the Sovist shargn, since the knowm
periormance of the single-stgine jJet sireralt would newsr hawve enatled it to
resch the Heatow aves, givem the *light path slrvendy traverped by the sire
apalt vp to the tine of 4t laot reported position.

The intent Lehdnd the soricus Sevied gherge probably reflects lussisn
esborragsment over an incident which setually occurred ower inssrnetionsl
wtars--s fa0t wideh she “ovists are attempting to hide by making their
sensational cherges, Alternatively, the pilet msy have “irouch {an srrer
in navigetion, bad weather, an emergendy resulting from sngine failure) hLave
wsndered over the Coviet Dlack Los scaste-bud ioviet charges are dasiowd to
whke morg sensatlenal propagamis Jusd as hes besn done in several instances
in the prst when the Toviets or Lstelliien claimed willful vwiclation of
their sir spave,
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